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October 10, 2002

For Immediate Release:
VOLUNTEER TO DISCUSS PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS FROM GROUND ZERO
CHARLESTON -About two weeks after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attack on the
World Trade Center, Kevin Michels- a structural engineer and vice president of Construction
Technology Laboratories, Inc., of Chicago- spent a weekend providing voluntary assistance to
recovery teams at the New York City site.
He will discuss some of his personal observations and experiences from that weekend
when he speaks on the campus of Eastern Illinois University. The talk, scheduled to begin at 3
p.m. Monday, Oct. 14, in Buzzard Auditorium, is titled, "World Trade Center Collapse:
Observations from Ground Zero." Admission is free and open to the public.
Michels, who has 22 years of experience in structural performance evaluation, failure
investigation, rehabilitation/retrofit design and troubleshooting construction problems, plans
briefly to touch upon some of the more technical aspects of the WTC's collapse. He says,
however, that his talk won't be highly technical.
"Mostly personal opinions," he said. "My observations while I was there on-site."
The talk is one of a series in commemoration of Eastern's School of Technology's
Centennial Anniversary.
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional,
residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs.
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
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